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>>> from nltk.tokenize import WordTokenizer

>>> tokenizer = WordTokenizer()

>>> tokenizer.tokenize("In the world's first animated 
reality series")

['In', 'the', 'world', 's', 'first', 'animated', 'reality', 
'series']
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>>> text = "Would you be more comfortable if I broke your 
arm in 3 places then wrapped it in $100 bills?"

>>> pattern = r'''(?x) 

... \w+ # sequences of 'word' characters 

... | \$?\d+(\.\d+)? # currency amounts, e.g. $12.50 

... | ([A-Z]\.)+ # abbreviations, e.g. U.S.A. 

... | [^\w\s]+ # sequences of punctuation 

... '''

>>> nltk.tokenize.regexp_tokenize(text, pattern)

['Would', 'you', 'be', 'more', 'comfortable', 'if', 'I', 
'broke', 'your', 'arm', 'in', '3', 'places', 'then', 
'wrapped', 'it', 'in', '$100', 'bills', '?']
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